
​Mead Choirs January Newsletter​
​2026​

​Important Dates​
​January Boosters Meeting​

​1/13, 6:30pm, Choir Room​
​Jazz Choir 20s Solo Night →→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→​

​1/14, 6:30pm, Theater; $5 students, $10 adults​
​Dining Out Fundraiser​

​1/22 Panda Express; Poster coming soon​
​Finals week/end 1st semester​

​1/20-23 (no school 1/19)​
​Looking ahead...​
​TB Festival @ Gonzaga​

​2/5, times/more info coming from Gonzaga​
​Solo & Ensemble Festival​

​2/7, Rogers HS, Jazz Choir required, soloists​
​optional - list to come in February newsletter​

​December Review + January Info​
​December​ ​is​ ​notoriously​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​busiest​ ​months​ ​of​ ​the​ ​year​
​for​ ​musicians,​ ​and​ ​Mead’s​ ​Choirs​ ​are​ ​no​ ​exception.​ ​Christmas​
​caroling​ ​kept​ ​Jazz​ ​Choir​ ​out​ ​3-5​ ​days​ ​a​ ​week​ ​in​​addition​​to​​the​
​whole-program​ ​concert​ ​on​ ​Friday,​ ​12/12,​ ​which​ ​had​ ​a​ ​full​ ​house​ ​to​ ​see​ ​all​ ​four​ ​of​ ​our​ ​choirs​ ​and​
​pre-concert soloists perform music from holiday movies and around the world.​

​January​​is​​often​​considered​​a​​downtime​​for​​performers​
​because​ ​after​ ​the​ ​chaos​ ​of​ ​December,​ ​everyone​ ​needs​ ​a​ ​break!​ ​We​ ​spend​ ​January​ ​and​ ​February​
​primarily​ ​focused​ ​on​ ​preparing​ ​for​ ​Large​ ​Group​ ​festival​ ​in​ ​March.​ ​However,​ ​we’ve​ ​still​ ​got​ ​some​ ​fun​
​events!​ ​Jazz​ ​Choir​ ​has​ ​a​ ​retreat​ ​this​ ​weekend​ ​(non-overnight)​ ​to​ ​get​ ​a​ ​jump-start​ ​on​ ​their​ ​March​
​festival​ ​music.​ ​All​ ​students​ ​have​ ​the​ ​option​ ​to​ ​attend​ ​solo​ ​&​ ​ensemble​ ​festival​ ​or​ ​the​ ​Gonzaga​ ​TB​
​festival​​in​​February,​​so​​sign​​ups​​for​​those​​are​​on​​the​​way.​​And​​before​​large​​group,​​we​​have​​Cabaret​​in​
​February,​​our​​musical​​theater​​solo​​fundraiser​​night!​​But​​before​​that,​​Jazz​​Choir​​has​​a​​1920s​​Jazz​​solo​
​night next Wednesday at 6:30pm complete with a dessert reception. Hope to see you there!​

​Spring Tour - First fee due 1/15!​
​First​​fee​​for​​spring​​tour​​attendees​​is​​due​​on​​1/15!​​If​​you’re​​attending​​tour,​​keep​
​an​ ​eye​ ​on​ ​that​ ​schedule​ ​on​ ​the​ ​info​ ​packet.​ ​Tour​ ​chaperones​ ​will​ ​be​
​contacted​ ​next​ ​week.​ ​For​ ​info,​ ​bookmark​ ​this​ ​Google​ ​Doc​ ​or​ ​find​ ​it​ ​under​
​“Documents” on our website:​​https://tinyurl.com/seattle2026info​

​Solo & Ensemble​
​Today​ ​(1/8)​ ​is​ ​the​ ​last​ ​day​ ​to​ ​let​ ​Mrs.​ ​McKinney​ ​know​ ​if​ ​you​ ​want​ ​to​ ​be​
​registered​ ​for​ ​solo​ ​&​ ​ensemble​ ​festival.​ ​We’ve​ ​been​ ​talking​ ​about​ ​it​ ​a​ ​lot​ ​in​
​class​​and​​she’s​​been​​in​​touch​​with​​everyone​​who​​has​​expressed​​interest​​so​​far.​
​Note: All of Jazz Choir is required to attend as we compete as an ensemble.​

https://tinyurl.com/seattle2026info


​TB festival​
​We have not started signing up yet for the TB festival at Gonzaga in February; McKinney will cover that​
​info soon in class. Any tenors and basses who wish to attend are eligible and registration will be​
​covered by your existing choir fees. This festival is on 2/5 during the school day.​

​Cabaret Auditions and Other​
​Fundraising Needs​

​Cabaret auditions will be in “class” during our finals​
​week periods. Finals week has an alternate schedule​
​(pictured left) and choir ends up with a two-hour class​
​period but does not do a final (since concerts are​
​basically our tests!). Students can audition with solos,​
​duets, trios, small groups, or anything they want from​
​musical theater. Each choir will also perform.​

​The​​Choir​​program​​also​​needs​​help​​from​​our​​families​​and​​friends​
​to​​get​​donations​​for​​the​​Cabaret​​silent​​auction​​and​​desserts​​.​​At​
​Cabaret,​​every​​ticket​​includes​​a​​dessert,​​and​​admission​​to​​a​​silent​
​auction​ ​during​ ​the​ ​performance.​ ​We​ ​are​ ​looking​ ​for​ ​items​ ​or​
​experiences​​that​​could​​be​​included​​in​​a​​silent​​auction​​-​​i.e.​​tickets​
​to​ ​events,​ ​gift​ ​cards,​ ​merchandise​ ​with​ ​a​ ​theme​ ​that​ ​could​ ​be​
​made​ ​into​ ​a​ ​basket,​ ​etc.​ ​Please​ ​see​ ​the​ ​flyer​ ​attached​ ​to​ ​this​
​newsletter​​email​​for​​more​​info​​on​​how​​to​​donate.​​Cabaret​​is​​only​
​a​​month​​away​​(2/10)​​so​​it’s​​not​​too​​soon​​to​​bring​​in​​donations​​or​
​reach​ ​out​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Choir​ ​Boosters!​ ​Students​ ​will​ ​take​​home​​flyers​
​next week.​

​Boosters Info and Upcoming Fundraisers​
​The​​Boosters​​Club​​is​​a​​parent​​organization​​that​​plans​​fundraisers​
​for​ ​students​ ​to​ ​help​ ​them​ ​pay​ ​for​ ​fees​ ​and​ ​travel,​ ​and​ ​help​ ​the​
​program​ ​with​ ​ongoing​ ​costs​ ​or​ ​big​ ​projects.​ ​We​ ​meet​ ​once​ ​a​
​month.​ ​Any​ ​adult​ ​who​ ​supports​ ​a​ ​Mead​ ​Choir​ ​student​ ​can​ ​join!​
​For​ ​more​ ​info​ ​about​ ​Boosters,​​check​​out​​your​​choir​​handbook​​or​
​come​​to​​monthly​​meetings!​​Our​​our​​next​​meeting​​will​​be​​the​​second​​Tuesday​​of​​January,​​the​​13th,​​at​
​6:30pm​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Choir​ ​Room.​ ​(We​ ​usually​ ​meet​ ​first​ ​Tuesdays,​ ​but​ ​the​ ​first​ ​Tuesday​ ​was​ ​so​ ​close​ ​to​
​break, we wanted more time!)​

​Contact Info​
​Director, Emily McKinney​​—​​emily.mckinney@mead354.org​ ​|  509-465-7046 office​
​Choir Website​​—​​www.tinyurl.com/meadchoir​
​Boosters Club President, Kim Boyd​​—​​meadchoirboosters@gmail.com​ ​|  206-799-6604​

​Follow the Choir on Instagram​​@meadchoir​
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